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barber’s fhops of this great metropolis; intending (as 


it is my province) to take cognifance of any particular 
act of the legiflature, that, contrary to its intention, 
has been prejudicial to the morals of my fellow citi- 

“Zens. 
But it is the repea! of an a& of parliament, and not 
the act itfelf, that I am now about te complain of. The 
act 
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act I mean is the wircu act. Iam not confidering 
the repeal of this aé& as affecting our religious belief, 
according to the Scotch proverb, ‘“‘ Tauk awaw the 
deel, and good bwee to the Lord:” I think of it only 
in a moral light, as it has given fuch encouragement to 
WITCHCRAFT in this kingdom, that one hardly meets 
with a grown perfon either in public or private, who is 
not more or lefs under its influence. 

WHOEVER attends to the fermon at church, or liftens 
to the converfation of grave and good men, will hear 
‘and believe that the prefent age is the moft fruitful in 
wickednefs of any fince the deluge. Whether thefe 
gentlemen have difcovered the true reafon of this de- 
pravity, or whether the difcovery has been referved for 
me, I will not pretend to determine; but certain it is, 
that the repeal of an act of parliament, meant to reftrain 
the power of the devil by inflicting death upon his 
agents, muft infallibly give him a much greater influence 
over us, than he ever could have hoped for, during the 
continuance of fuch an aét. 

I am well aware that there are certain of my readers 
who have no belief in witcues; but I am willing to 
hope they are only thofe, who either have not read, or . 
elfe have forgot the proceedings againft them, publithed 
iat large in the ftate trials: if there is any man alive who 
can deny his affent to the pofitive and circumftantial evi- 
dence given againft them in thofe trials, I fhall only fay 
that I pity moft fincerely the hardnefs of his heart. 

Tuat the devil may truly be faid to be let loofe 
among us by the repeal of this act, will appear beyond 
contradiction, if we take a furvey of the general fafcina- 
tion that all ranks and orders of mankind feem at prefent 
to. be under. 


WHAT 
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WHAT is it but wircucrarT that occafions that 
univerfal and uncontroulable rage of pray, by which 
the nobleman, the man of fafhion, the merchant and 
the tradefinan, with their wives, fons and daughters, 
are running headlong to ruin? What is it but witcu- 
CRAFT that conjures up that fpirit of -pride and paffion 
for expence, by which all claffes of men, from his 
grace at Weftminfter to the falefman at Wapping, are 
entailing beggzary upon their old age, and bequeathing 
their children to poverty and the parifh? Again, is it 
poffible to be accounted for, from any natural caufe, that 
perfons of good fenfe and fober difpofitions fhould take 
a freak four or five times in a winter of turning their 
houfes into inns; cramming every bedchamber, clofet 
and corner with people whom they hardly know ; ftifling 
one another with heat; blocking up the ftreets with 
chairs and coaches ; offending themfelves, and pleafing 
nobody ; and all this for the vain boaft of having drawn 
together a greater mob than my lady Somebody, or the 
honourable Mr. Such-a-one ? ‘That nothing but witcH- 
cRAFT can be the occafion of fo much folly and abfur- 
dity, muft be obvious to the common fenfe of all man- 
kind. 

ANOTHER and more melancholy proof of the power 
of wiTcucrarT, is, that a wife may be beautiful in 
her perfon, gentle in her manners, fond of her hufband, 
watchful for his quiet, careful of his intereft, kind to 
his children, chearful to his friends, and obliging to all; 
yet be yoked toa wretch, fo blind to his own happinefs, 
as to prefer to her endearments the hired etnbraces’ of a 
difeafed proftitute, loathfome in her perfon, and'a fury 
in her difpofition. If this is not wrtcncrart, I 

fhould 
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fhould be glad to know of fuch a hufband what name 
I may call it by. Among the lower kind of tradefmen 
(for every dealer in broken glafs bottles has his fil de 
joie) it is a common thing for a hufhand to kick his 
wife out of doors in the morning, for his having fub- 
mitted over night to a good drubbing from his miftrefs. 
Ir would be endlefs to take notice of every argument 
that fuggefts itfelf in proof of wircucrarT; | fhall 
content myfelf with only one more, which I take to be 
inconteftible. This is the fpirit of jacobitifm, which is 
fo well known to poffefs many of his Majefty’s protefi- 
ant fubjects in this kingdom. That a poor Highlander 
in Scotland may be a jacobite without wircucrarT, I 
am ready to allow; zeal for a loft cheeld of the gude 
houfe of Stewart may have eaten him up: but that an 
Englifh country gentleman, who is really no papift in 
his heart, or that a wealthy citizen of London, who goes 
to church every funday, and joins in the prayers for 
the prefent royal family, fhould be drinking daily to the 
reftoration (as he calls it) of a popith bigot, who would 
burn him at Smithfield the next week for not going to 
mafs ; and whofe utmoft merit is his precarious defcent 
from a family, remarkable for little elfe than pedantry, 
obitinacy, debauchery and enthufiafm ; that fuch a per- 
fon: fhould be a jacobite, or in other words, an enemy 
to the beft of Kings, and the wifeft of conftitutions, can- 
not poffibly be accounted for, but by the power of 
WITCHCRAFT. 
From all thefe confiderations it is much to be wifhed 
that a new witTcH AcT may take place next feflions of 


parliament. Vox populi ef vox Dei, is a wife and a 
true faying ; and that the vox popu/ is in favour of fuch 


an 
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an aét, let the late proceedings at Tring, and fome fimilar 
occurrences in other parts of England bear teftimony. 

Tuat the legiflature may be farther induced to take 
this matter into confideration, I am clearly of opinion, 
that the paifing fuch an act will go a great way towards 
filencing the clamours which have gone forth {fo grie- 
voufly againft the jew bill: for it is fhrewdly fufpected 
that the fame people who imagined their religion to be 
at ftake by the repeal of the one, are at prefent under 
the moft terrible confternation at the paffing of the other: 
and befides, it will be a convincing proof to all forts of 
perfons, that the adminiftration is as well enclined to 
difcourage the devil, as it is to favour the jews; a cir- 
cumftance which as matters ftand at prefent, feems to 
want confirmation. 

In the mean time I entreat all my readers, as much 
as in them lies, to be upon their guard againft wircues : 
for the better difcovery of whom (as the law does not 
admit of the ufual trials by fire and water) I fhall hete 
fet down all I know or have been told upon the fubject. 
If a woman, turned of eighty, with grey hairs upon her 
chin, and a high-crowned hat on, fhould be feen ri- 
ding upon a broomftick through the air, or failing in an 
egg-fhell upon the Thames in a high wind, you may 
almoft {wear that fhe is a witcu. If as often as you 
fee any particular old woman, you feel a pricking of 
pins all over you, or if your ftomach be fick, and fhould 
happen to difcharge a great quantity of the faid pins, or 
if while you are {peaking to this old woman, the fhould 
fuddenly transform herfelf into a horfe without a head, 
or any fuch uncommon animal, you may very fairly 
conclude that fhe is no other thana witrcu. In fuch 
cafes it will be a happy circumftance if you are able to 

fay 
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fay the Lord’s prayer: for by repeating it three times to 
yourfelf, the becomes as harmlefs as a babe. 

A LADY of my acquaintance, who has often been 
bewitched, affures me of her having detected multitudes 
of thefe.hags by laying two ftraws one acrofs the other 
in the path where they are to tread. It ts wonderful, 
fhe fays, to fee how a wiTcu is puzzied at thefe ftraws ; 
for that after having made many fruitlefs attempts to 
ftep over them, fhe either ftands ftocl ftill, or turns 
back. But to fecure yourfelf within doors againft the 
enchantments of wITCHEs, efpecially if you are:a per- 
fon of fafhion, and have never been taught the Lord’s 
prayer, the only method I know of is, to nail a horfe- 
fhoe upon the threfhold. This I can affirm to be of 
the greateft efficacy ; infomuch that I have taken notice 
of many a little cottage in the country, with a horfefhoe 
at its door, where gaming, extravavance, routs, adul- 
tery, jacobitifm, and all the catalorue of witcu- 
CRAFTS have been totally unknown. 

I sHaru conclude this paper by fignifyine my inten- 
tion, one day or other, of hiring a porter, and of fending 
him with a hammer and nails, and a large quantity of 
horfefhoes to certain houfes in the purlieus of St. James's. 
I believe it would not be amifs (as a charm againft play) 
if he had orders to fix a whole dozen of thefe horfefhoes 
at the door of Wutrs’s. From St. James's he hall 
have direétions to proceed to the city, and to diftribute 
the remainder of his burthen among the threfholds of 
thofe doors, at which the wircucrarT of jacobitifm 
has been moft fufpected to enter. 
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